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ARTICLE 10

Unincorporated Associations
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53-10-1. [Purpose of organization; filing statement, articles of
association and rules and regulations with county
clerk.]

Whenever two or more persons shall desire to form an association for the promotion of
their mutual pleasure or recreation of any hunting, fishing, camping, golf, country club, or
association for a similar purpose, or an association not for the individual profit of the mem-
bers thereof, and without incorporating the same as a corporation, or maintaining the title
of its property in trust for the interest of its several members as they may exist from time to
time.[, the] The said persons or members desiring to form such an association or club may
file in the office of the county clerk of the county in which it may maintain its headquarters
and pursue its objects and purposes, a statement containing the name of such association,
its objects and purposes, the names and residences of the persons forming such association,
together with a copy of its articles of association and any rules and/or regulations governing
the transactions of its objects and purposes and prescribing the terms by which its members
may maintain or cease their membership therein.
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53-10-2. [Property holdings; effect of member's death on
termination of membership; member's interest not
subject to execution.]

Any such club or association may hold and acquire real or personal property by deed, lease
or otherwise, in the name of such association by which it is known, and to [may] acquire title
to any property by purchase or otherwise for its objects and purposes, which property shall
be deemed in law to be held by the said club or association for the use and benefit of the ac-
tual and active members thereof composing said association from time to time,[;] and upon
the decease of any member, or the termination of any membership therein, the interest of
any deceased member, or the interest of any member whose membership is terminated, in
the property real or personal of such association shall cease and terminate, without right
of succession to the heirs, executors and administrators of such deceased member, or to the
creditors or trustee in bankruptcy or assignee of any member whose membership in said as-
sociation shall be terminated. The interest of any member in the real and personal property
of any such club or association shall not be subject to execution as and for his debts or as his
individual or special property.

53-10-3. [Mortgage or sale of property; method of conveyance.]

The property, real, personal or leasehold interest therein of any such club or association
may be mortgaged or sold at such time and upon such terms as the then members of such
club or association may determine by vote as its rules or by-laws [bylaws] may prescribe; and
any deed signed by the president or secretary, or such other officer or officers designated by
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resolution of the members of any such club or association adopted at any regular or special
meeting called for that purpose, shall be deemed sufficient in law to convey the fee simple
title, or any title, to any property held or possessed by any such club or association free and
clear of any interest, claim or title of any of the individual members thereof, their heirs,
executors and administrators, as tenants in common or otherwise.

53-10-4. [Rules and regulations; subjects; effect.]

The members of any such association or club formed under this act [53-10-1 to 53-10-8
NMSA 1978] may prescribe from time to time, rules and regulations for the government of
said club or association as the majority of its members from time to time may determine,
may prescribe what fees and dues shall be payable, and the time when the same shall be
paid as a condition for membership, or the continuance thereof by any member, and may
provide in such rules that upon default in payment of such dues, or the violation of any
of its other rules or regulations, a member's membership may be determined; which rules
and regulations shall be deemed a contract between the member affected thereby and the
balance of the members composing such association.

53-10-5. [Right to sue and be sued; actions against members.]

Such club or association may sue or be sued in its name without the individual members
thereof being made parties to such suit, and may sue any member as a defendant in any
matter arising out of his membership in said club or association or the termination thereof,
and may recover judgment if necessary, for any dues or obligations due and owing by such
member to the club or association, whether such member has ceased to become [be] such or
not.

53-10-6. Suits against or by unincorporated associations; recovery
of judgments.

A. An unincorporated association may sue or be sued in its common name for the pur-
pose of enforcing for or against it any substantive right. Suit may be brought against an
unincorporated association by any individual member of the association, and the unincor-
porated association may sue its individual associates.
B. Any money judgment obtained against an unincorporated association shall bind only

the joint or common property of the association.
C. In any action against an unincorporated association process may be served by de-

livering a copy of the summons and of the complaint or other pleading to an officer of the
association or other head officer or agent in charge of its principal office in this state or by
serving process in the manner now provided for service of process against corporations.

53-10-7. [Maximum term of existence; dissolution; distribution of
proceeds of property.]

Any association or club formed under the provisions of this act [53-10-1 to 53-10-8 NMSA
1978] may exist for such period of time not exceeding twenty years as may be fixed in the
statement required to be filed by Section 1 [53-10-1 NMSA 1978] of this act; and upon the
dissolution or winding up of any such club or association prior to the termination of its exis-
tence or otherwise, the property real and personal then possessed by said club, or any real
estate the title to which is then standing in its name shall in law be deemed to be held by
the said club or association for the use and benefit of the members at the time of such disso-
lution, and upon a sale or disposition, the proceeds shall be distributed among the members
of such club or association at the time of such dissolution.
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53-10-8. [Construction of act.]

This act [53-10-1 to 53-10-8 NMSA 1978] shall not be construed to repeal or modify any
of the present laws of this state relative to corporations formed or [for] any purpose, but the
same shall be construed as supplementary thereto.
53-10-8
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